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Catalog of MPAs in China

vMarine Nature Reserve:
Strictly protected area, includes islands, estuary, 
coastal area, etc...  Only for scientific research.

vMarine Special Protected Area:
With typical geographic conditions, ecological &   
biological resources or special utilization, and   
require special management area.
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Catalog of MPAs by 
IUCN

Catalog MPAs in 
China:
Marine Nature 
Reserve : Strict Nature 
Reserve: similar to 
CatalogⅠin IUCN cagtalog

Marine Special 
Protected Area
Protection & susutainable 
exploitation，Similar to 
Catalog Ⅱ to Ⅵ in IUCN 
catalog
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Objectives

Objectives of MPAs:
①Protection, restoration and sustainable use of 

marine resources

②Effectively ease the contradictions of develo-
pment and protection, to establish a harmon-
ious relationship between man and nature

③Establish eco-mode development and utilizat-
ion of resource, promote a sustainable devel-

opment of the marine economy
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Protected objects

vMarine Nature Reserve :
Marine and coastal natural ecosystems 、 Marine
Species、The coastal natural heritage and non-livi
ng resources。

vMarine Special Protected Area :
Special geographical conditions protected area, m
arine ecological reserves, marine parks, marine r
esources protected area.
Based on the status of resources,environment, ge
ographic location and exploitation, socio-economi
c development.



LOGO

vFor Marine Nature Reserve
Core zone: with natural ecology, rare species,   
and endangered species，
Buffer zone: Outside of core zone   
Experimental zone: Outside buffer zone

vFor Marine Special Protected Area
Ecological protection zone 、

Resource recovery zone
Environmental remediation zone

Development and utilization of zone

Zonation of MPAs



LOGO
Management of each zone

vIn the marine nature reserve taking or exp
loitation is strictly prohibited, but in each 
zone the following activities are permitted:
Core zone: No human activity is allowed, But for scientific 
research, you may get permission from department of the 
State council(national level reserves, Ministry of agriculture) 
or provisional government (provisioanl level reserves)

v Buffer zone: No activities is allowed, only education and sc-
ientific research, or specimen collection

v Experimental zone: Scientific experiments, education, study 
tours, tourism, domestication and breeding of rare and end
angereded wild animals and plants
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v For Marine Special Protected Area, the mana-
gement depends on the function of each zone.
For ecological protection zone,
Protect the biodiversity, Coastal and seabed t
opography, Migratory passage, spawning grou
nds, feeding grounds, wintering grounds and 
habitat。And also base line point 
Development and utilization of zone
Ecologically exploitation, Sustainable develop
ment and exploitation 。

Management of Each Zone
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Marine reserve area : 

The first marine reserve area was established in 1963, 

and until 2009, there were 157 Marine reserve areas，

Of which 33 belong to the central government，and 124

belong to local government.

Marine special protected area:

There are 16 at the national level, and 27 at local levels.

Most of these areas aim to protect rare species, typically 
marine ecology, marine heritage, and natural landscapes.

Area:
Up to 2009, the marine reserve area was 22950 sq. km

History of Reserve Areas
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海洋保护区建设
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Grow in the total number of the MPAs
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Management of the MPAs－LAW

v Environmental Protection Law (implemented 198
9) ,Basic law for environmental protection

v Marine Environmental Protection Law (implement
ed 1999) Basic law for marine environmental protection; 

v Wild Animal Protection Law (implemented in 1998,re
vised in 2004);

v Environmental Impact Assessment Law (implem
ented in 2002);

v Fisheries Law (implemented in 1986,revised in 2004);
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Relevant Regulations and Department rules 

vNature Reserves Regulation (1994)
vWild Plant Conservation Regulation(1996) 
vEndangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

Import and Export Administration Regulation
(2006)

vMarine Nature Reserve Management Regulati
on (1995) 

vInterim Measures for the Administration of 
Special Marine Protected Area (2005) 
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Plan & Action

vChina Biodiversity Conservation 
Action & Plan (1994);

vChina Nature Reserve Development P
lan （1996－2010） ;

vChina Wetland Conservation Action P
lan (2000);

vChina Marine Biodiversity Conservati
on Action & Plan(1992);
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Departmental Management System 

At the national level, four government agenci
es are responsible for the administration of 
MPAs:

the Ministry of Environmental Protection (ME
P), 

the State Oceanic Administration (SOA),
the States Forestry Administration (SFA) 
the Bureau of Fisheries under the Ministry of 

Agriculture (MOA).
Among the number of administering bodies, S

OA carries the overall supervision and mana
ges 56% of the MPAs.
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Departmental Management System

v The MPAs are managed by the Department of 
Marine , Fishery , Forestry, Land and Resource …

SOA: Marine species, marine heritage
Fishery Department: Aquatic resources
Ministry of Forestry: Mangrove, coastal 

wetland
Ministry of Land and Resources: Coastal 

landscape area

For Marine Special area (island) :
Managed by SOA
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