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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

Marine mammals,Reptiles,

Coastal birds, etc.
Subtidal,Rocky Marine Ecosystem

Korea : diversity, uniqueness and pristineness of Habitats
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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

Korea manages marine mammals under 

the Conservation and Management of 

Marine Ecosystems Act.

Chapter III: Protection of Marine 

Organisms establishes the designation of 

protected marine species, including 

cetaceans and pinnipeds.
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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

Korea manages marine mammals under 

the Conservation and Management of 

Marine Ecosystems Act.

Chapter III: Protection of Marine 

Organisms establishes the designation 

of protected marine species, including 

cetaceans and pinnipeds.
-Marine mammals such as the finless 

porpoise and spotted seal are designated as 

marine protected organisms

-The Act prohibits capture, collection, trade, 

or intentional disturbance
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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

Population & Habitat Surveys:

Acoustic monitoring of finless porpoises in the Yellow Sea

Habitat research for spotted seals

Support for marine animal rescue and treatment facilities.

Rehabilitation and release programs

Operation of networks such as the Yellow Sea Finless 

Porpoise Conservation Network.

Restoration projects (e.g., Dokdo sea lion genome research)

Collaboration with IUCN and regional agreements

Conservation programs by Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

Public awareness and training



MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

7

MPA 

In Korea

MPAs in South Korea designated by the MOF

World natural heritage 

sites

Measures ( )

heritage Buffer Total

Seochoen 68.09 36.57 104.66

Gochan 55.31 18.80 74.11

Shinan 1,00.86 672.54 1,773.4

Boseong-Suncheon 59.85 18.01 77.86

Total 1,284.11 745.92 2,030.03

39 MPAs(2,047.292 km²) as of March 2025

- Wetland protected area (18)

- Marine ecosystem protected area (17)

- Marine life protected area (3)

- Marine scenery protected area (1)
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Korea Blue 

Action(OOC)_MPA

1. Actively Support the Ratification and Implementation of the 

BBNJ Agreement

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation



9

MPA 

Target
Targets for the MPAs

- (national) 30% of 

territorial waters  

by 2030

- (GBF) 30% of 

world’s ocean  by 

2030

Category No. of candidate Measures ( )

Large MPA candidates around Korean sea

2024 In-depth survey for MPA designation

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation
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MPA 
management

Systematic 
Preservati

on

Wise 
Use

Marine Ecological Resource

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation
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MPA 
designation

process

11
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MPA 
Management 

system

12

Local Participation Management System

- Local-led management in which regional 

stakeholders (public officials, NGO, residents, 

businesses, academia) have a conservative 

awareness and establish governance, 

participating in MPA management

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation



Marine Protected Areas(MPAs) and MSP
Strengthening Fisheries through and Ecosystem Based Approach
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Tidal flat 

Restoration 

Restore of Tidal Flats

- Restore abandoned tidal flats such as salt pan or fish farms

- Recover the old and severed mudflat channels, which have been 

cut off by bridges

Before restoration of abandoned salt pan  After restoration of tidal flats  
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Marine 

ecological 

axis

MPARestoration

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation
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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

National monitoring program for marine organisms
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MPA & Marine Mammal conservation

Data and sharing

MEIS (Marine Environment Information System) MBRIS (Marine Bio-Resource Information System)
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Coastal Management Act

“Integrated Coastal Management” 

Marine Spatial Planning and Management Act

“Integrated Coastal and EEZ Management” 

+

“Marine Spatial Suitability Assessment” 

+

“Integrated Marine and Fisheries 

information system” 

MSP 

History
2018 “Turning Point”

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation



Marine Protected Areas(MPAs) and MSP
Strengthening Fisheries through and Ecosystem Based Approach
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MSP 

Procedure

Step Details

Data collection and Convert to GIS information

Local council operation with stakeholders

Zoning and writing a draft plan

Opinion inquiry and resident’s review

Deliberation and decision notice

1

2

3

4

5

Consultation between local residents and stakeholders will 

commence from the outset.

"Guarantee of Citizen Participation (Legal Framework)
A variety of channels (e.g., public hearings, resident briefing 

sessions, community consultations, etc.) will be provided to 

facilitate the expression of public opinions."
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MSP 

Zoning

Evaluation of spatial 

characteristics through 

the analysis of core 

activity density 

⇒ Zoning

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation
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MSP 

Map

MPA & Marine Mammal conservation
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