Current status and management
of spotted seals in JAPAN
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Distribution of spotted seals around Hokkaido
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Changes in distribution in Hokkaido.
Rebun | 990s 2000s

Todo island Cb Sea of Okhots Sea of Okhptsk
. é Reshiri , . é
“ fearoma Lk Notori A Teuri OO ake Notori
Abashiri Lake Abashiri Lake
Notuke Bay - Shakotan V. Notuke Bay =

Furen Lake

Furen Lake @ ~
Akkeshi Lake

Daikoku island

7
Erimo Cape 0 L0mn _
1990s 2000s
Sea of Japan (O :Dec.~ next Mar Nov .~ next May O more than 1,000
Sea of Okhotsk @ :Dec.~next Mar Nov ~ next May
Pacific Sea @ :Feb.~ next Mar  Feb.~ next Mar O 100~339
Nemuro Channel @ :Jun.~ next Feb. Jun.~ next Feb o 1~99

More southern distribution and increase hauled-out sites




Biological changes of
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@Houl—ouT sites: ConcenTroTe northern area
©The number: Increasing year by year
©Visiting periods:Longer year by year

(more than 400 stay in Rebun all year round)

©Visiting individuals :Not only sub-adults but also adults
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Serious fishery

1 GGOS b 1 2000s Rapld increase l—or"g» *erm Sfy |

in population

Rebun
Reshiri

!

Yagishiti NS W S
Teuri In an area that has never exls'red
before Many individuals stay for a
Only immature long time
individuals vi The amount of damage in
Shakota TeITHIVILBREREROKY (FR21 FEME  the these area is about
\\A\ Otaru e %) 240 million yen (201 3)

-Rapid increase in population o —\\/

-Southward / expansion of visiting area

v o Pause
.Long-term stay =~ % N\ of fixed nets,
. of Octopus
*New haul-out sites fishin P
F21 22 23 24 F2s g

« Adults also come AREB DR, RNT o W (XD 1 £ 191



A lot of conflict between seals and fishing
Gillnet is the main fishery on the Sea of Japan
= Gillnet is less likely to leave damage
The actual damage is unknown
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(Background)
Five species of seals inhabit the coast of Hokkaido, but in recent years, the number of

harbor seals and spotted seals has increased significantly, the range of habitat has
expanded, and fishery damage has become more serious.

(Management plan)
Recovery of migratory nature of spotted seals (individuals in Hokkaido throughout the

year) that stay on the coast of the Sea of Japan even in summer.
= Examination of capture (extermination) / expulsion methods and verification of

effectiveness.




"Global warming = Decrease in drift ice”
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Maximum and total sea ice areas
of drift ice are both decreasing.
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Further ecological changes in 2020s
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Further ecological changes in 2020s
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